Coulthard
‘1o stand trial
for homicide

By Lyn Hanson

of the Telegraph Herald

and Don Schultz
Telegraph Herald correspondent

LANCASTER, Wis. — Rural
Livingston farmhand Gregory
Coulthard was ordered Wednes-
day to stand trial on first-degree
intentional homicide for the
March 18 shooting death of Grant
County sheriff's deputy Thomas
Reuter,

Judge John Wagner also denied
a defense motion to set bail for
Coulthard, 18,
who remains in
the Richland
County Jail,
Richland Cen-
ter. He will be
arraigned at 1
p.m. April 6 in
Grant County
Circuit Court,

The decision
came after a
2%-hour pre-
liminary hear-
ing in Grant
County Circuit
Court.

A forensic
pathologist tes-
tified/during —_—
the hearing
that Reuter, 38, |
may nol have
died immedia-
tely after sus-

taining a
shotgun wound Reuter
in his chest.

But Dr. Robert Huntington I1I,
forensic pathologist at University
of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clin-
ics, declined to speculate on
whether Reuter could have
crawled — or fired his gun —
after he was shot.

Defense attorney Seth Stoltz
called no witnesses, and Coulth-
ard did not testify.

Grant County District Attorney
Emil Everix called several sher-
iff's deputies, as well as Hunting-
ton, Grant County coroner
Donovan Nelson and Coulthard's
rocommate, Dale Soderstrom.

Sheriff"s deputy Charles Fralick
testified that he examined
Reuter's gun and found five spent
cartridges and one unused bullet.

Reuter’s .357 Magnum revolver
was found near his body, which
was lying face down in a ditch at
New California Road south of
Livingston, Fralick said.

However, Fralick was not asked
about when the gun might have
been fired, or whether any tests
were performed to determine
whether Reuter was the pErson
who discharged the weapon.

Huntington said he performed
an autopsy on Reuter's body
March 19 at the University Hospi-
tals pathology department, and
determined that Reuter died of a
wound from a 12-gauge shotgun.

The bullet, he said, entered
Reuter’s body in the chest area,
traveled through his body in a
downward motion and exited at
his back near the beltline,

The autopsy also showed fresh
abrasions on Reuter’s knuckles
and knees, which Huntington
sald could have been caused by
movement after he was shot.

However, he refused to specu-
late on how long Reuter might
have lived after he was shot, or on
what actions he could have taken
before he died. Such information,
he said, cannot be conclusively

Coulthard/Turn to Page 3A -
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Coulthard

Continued from Page 1A

determined from the autopsy.

“What he did do (before he
died), I don't know,” he said.
““What he could do, I don't
know.”

Saderstrom, the first witness to
testify, said Coulthard woke him
about 11:45 p.m. March 18 and
said, ~'I shot a cop.” Coulthard
asked for keys to a vehicle so he
could escape to California, Soder-
strom testified.

He said he smelled alcohol on
Coulthard's breath, and did not
believe his story until he drove a
short distance to the scene with
Coulthard and saw Reuter's body.

Coulthard had packed a duffel
bag and put it in the back of the
car, Soderstrom said.

Under cross examination by
Stoltz, Soderstrom said Coulthard
told him nothing about the eir-
eumstances of the shooting, nor

why he shot a police officer.

Soderstrom said he refused to
help Coulthard escape. When
they left the house, he said, he
had intended to take him to the
Platteville home of a friend of
Coulthard's, because he did not
want to be involved.

When Soderstrom drove near
the scene with Coulthard, sher-
iff"s deputy Robert Bloyer asked
him to identify himself, Bloyer
testified. When Soderstrom re-
plied, 1 have your suspect right
here,” he said, Coulthard fled on
foot.

Bloyer said he fired his gun
four times at Coulthard in an at-
tempt to stop him, but no bullets
struck him. Coulthard was found
four hours later by a police dog in
a pole shed five miles away. :

Wagner said he continued to
deny Coulthard bail because of
Saderstrom’s testimony that he
planned to escape to California
after the shooting, and because of
concern that Coulthard might at-
tempt to intimidate witnesses.
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left the car and ran in the opposite
direction, the deputy said.

Bloyer said he chased the per-
son and, about 100 yards down the
road, stopped, pulled his own re-
volver and shouted at the fleeing
person to halt. He said he fired
four shots. When it was apparent
he had missed, he returned to the
SCene.

The driver of the car, Dale
Soderstrom, identified the fleeing
man as Coulthard, Bloyer said.

Soderstrom, a farmhand on the
Lynden Grove Farm where Coul-
thard worked, -testified that he
drove Coulthard to the shooting
scene,

Soderstrom said Coulthard had
wanted the keys to his car or to a
farm truck, saying he was going
to go to California. “I refused to

L iScons N\ Stale

Gregory Coulthard

give them to him and said I would
help. . . . I planned to take him to
a friend of his in Platteville,” he
added. :

Soderstrom was asked if Coul-
thard ever said why he shot the
officer. “No,” the farmhand re-
sponded.

The question of motive remains

a mystery.
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‘H Suspect was drinking,

oommate testifies

————

Continued from page one
derstrom, testified to events sur-
rounding the shooting about 11:30
p.m. that cold Sunday night.

Reuter, who was on patrol at
the time, radioed that he was
“away from his car with a tra-
ctor,” on New California Road in
the town of Clifton, near Liv-
ingston.

Deputy Robert Bloyer, the first
officer on the scene after the
shooting, testified he found Reut-
er's apparently lifeless body and
a few minutes later fired four
shots at Coulthard after the 18-
year-old jumped out of So-
derstrom’s car and ran away,

Bloyer said the suspect was
about 50 yards away when he
started firing, Light snow was
falling at the time, he said.

Soderstrom testified that Coul-

thard awakened him about 11:45
p.m. and said he had “‘shot a

six times, but Bloyer testified he
fired four shots after ordering the
fleeing man to halt.

Bloyer and another Grant Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy, Sgt. Charles
Fralick, testified to the gunshot
damage to the tractor.

Fralick, who arrived at the
shooting scene at 12:26 a.m., said
there was a hole in the side door
window of the cab of the Allis-
Chalmers tractor and a hole in
the front windshield, as well as a
flat tire, the probable result of
bullet strikes. He said there was
also a “dimple" on the tractor's
door, possibly from a bullet.

Fralick said his inspection de-
termined that five of the six bul-
lets in Reuter's .357-caliber
Magnum Smith & Wesson stain-
less steel revolver had been fired.

Reuter's pistol was found
underneath his body.

Grant County Sgt. Robert

cop,” but didn't say why. Sol-
derstrom said he didn't believe
his roommate because Coulthard
had been drinking.

_ However, Coulthard was carry-
ing a shotgun at the time and,
after repeating that he had shot a
police officer, Soderstrom decided
to drive the short distance to New
California Road to see what had
really happened.

He said Coulthard put the
shotgun in a closet and asked for
‘the keys to Soderstrom's car, or
the keys to a truck that belonged
to the owner of the farm on which
they worked. Sonderstrom re-
fused the demands. He said Coul-
thard was “shaking ... scared.”

Coulthard was obviously intoxi-
cated, said Soderstrom, who tes-
tified that he doesn’t drink
aleohol. Coulthard “wanted to go

to California,” Soderstrom said.

*‘He said he wasn't going to jail."”

Floerke testified to his part in the
capture of Coulthard, about 4:05
am. in a haybarn about five
miles from the shooting scene.
The deputy said he felt the barn
was ‘“‘the most logical" hiding
place because of the direction of
Coulthard’'s footprints and the
fact that he had searched several
other buildings without success.

He took up a position that gave
him a view of the exits from the
barn and in about 15 minutes a
police dog and handler arrived.

Floerke said there was no re-
sponse from the barn when the
dog's handler, Dane County Dep-
uty Sheriff Ron Mainguth,
ordered whoever was hiding to
come out.

The dog made a search of its
own, “wanted to get in there ..
went after whatever happened to
be there, and it was Greg Coul-
thard,” Floerke said.

Soderstrom and Coulthard
drove past the parked farm tra-
ctor and Reuter's squad car, and
on down the road about two miles
when suddenly, “Greg shut the
car off ... reached over and
turned off the key.” Soderstrom
said he had considered taking
Coulthard to Platteville to a
friend’s house.

Coulthard's Platteville friend,
reasoned Soderstrom, “is nothing
but trouble. They're a good pair,
let him take him."

Soderstrom said he didn't want
to be a part of “‘this mess.”

After regaining his keys and
driving back to the site of the tra-
ctor and squad car, Soderstrom
stopped and told Eloyer that Coul-
thard had shot Reuter.

At that point, he said, Coulthard
jumped out of the car and started

running, Soderstrom said he
thinks deputy may have shot

The dog, he said, pulled Coul-
thard from his hiding place in a
stack of hay bales. “He (Coul-
thard) was saying he was ‘giving
up,” " the deputy testified.

Floerke said the dog inflicted
injuries to Coulthard's right arm
and there was some blood.

During the ride to the law en-
forcement center in Lancaster,
Floerke indicated Coulthard was
in some pain from the dog bites
and said news of what had hap-
pened “is going to kill my dad."

The deputy testified he could
smell aleohol on Coulthard, but
that he didn't appear intoxicated.

Courtroom spectators included
at least a dozen law enforcement
officers, Reuter's widow, Diane,
and the couple’s three oldest sons.

“They're hanging in there, but
it's been hard,” The Rev. Harold
Zimmick, a personal friend of the
Reuter family, said afterwards.
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Coulthard trial
to begin here
Friday a.m.
Intent is question;

plea changed again

by Herald Independent staff

Gregory Coulthard, the Cuba City
man accused of shooting a Grant
County sheriff's deputy March 18,
changed his plea for the second time
on his first-degree intentional homicide
charge last Tuesday.

Coulthard, 18}: originally had
pleaded not guilty to the charge, then
changed his plea to not guilty by men-
tal disease or defect in May.

In Grant County Circuit Court last
Tuesday, Coulthard changed his plea
back to not guilty.

Coulthard is accused of having shot
to death Grant County Deputy Sheriff
Tom Reuter on New California Road
in Clifton March.18.. . _

Jurors were to have been selected in
Waukesha Wednesday. The jurors will
be driven to the scene of the shooting
this afternoon, then will be sequestered
in Platteville for the length of the trial.
Opening arguments before lowa
County Circuit Judge James Fiedler
are scheduled for Friday moming.

Coulthard is expected to testify that
he did shoot Reuter, but that the shoot-
ing was reckless, not intentional. He is
being defended by public defenders
Seth Stoltz of Lancaster and Dale
Pasell of La Crosse.

The prosecution team of Grant
County District Auomney Emil Everix
and Assistant District Atorney An-
thony Pozorski is expected to try to
prove that Coulthard shot Reuter be-
cause he feared going back to jail,

Jurors will not hear evidence of
Coulthard’s previous criminal record
or the fact he is on probation. How-
ever, they will be able to hear testi-
mony from Coulthard’s probation offi-
cer, Ed Ross, on statements Coulthard
allegedly made at the scene or on the
way to the Grant County Law En-
forcement Center.

T T e ———————
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Coulthard
will confess

By Lyn Hanson
ol tha Telegraph Harald

LANCASTER, Wis. — Gregory
Coulthard will admit shooting a
Grant County sheriff's deputy to
death
when
his trial [ Jurors to visit

begins crime scene
next
week, — Page 3A
his at-
torneys
said Tuesday.

However, the defense will try
to show the shooting was an unin-
tentional, reckless act, attorneys
said in a motions hearing Tues-
day.
The prosecution will contend
Coulthard shot Grant County
Sheriff's Deputy Thomas Reuter
because he feared returning to
jail.

Coulthard’s intent will be the
key issue in his first-degree inten-
tional homicide trial, the -
tion and defense said Tuesday.

Jury selection in the trial of
Coulthard, 19, of Livingston is to
start July 11 in Waukesha. A jury
composed of Waukesha County
residents will then hear the case
in Lancaster, where opening ar-
ﬁ.ments are scheduled for July

Coulthard is accused of the
March 18 killing of sheriff's depu-
ty Thomas Reuter, 38, of Living-
ston after Reuter encountered
Coulthard driving a tractor on
New California Road two miles

Assistant State Public Defender
Dale Pasell of La Crosse said
Coulthard will admit that he shot
Reuter.

The defense will also concede
that Coulthard shot Reuter before
the deputy fired five rounds from
his .357 magnum police-issue
weapon, he said.

Grant County District Attorney
Emil Everix said the prosecution
contends Coulthard shot Reuter
because he was afraid he was
going back to jail.

“The state intends to show that
he did not wish to go to jail, and
was faced with that prospect
when the officer came on the
scene,” Everix said.

Wearing a light blue shirt and
blue jeans, Coulthard made his
final court appearance prior to
trial Tuesday.

Affter consulting with his client
in the courtroom, Public Defend-
er Seth Stoltz said Coulthard con- "
tinues to plead innocent to the
charges, but he intends to dismiss
his plea of innocent by reason of
mental disease or defect.

At the defense’s request, Judge
James Fiedler ruled out testi-
mony on Coulthard's prior arrests
and convictions.

“To cloud this incident with in-
cidents of drunk driving and van-
dalism is prejudicial,” Fiedler
said

However, Fiedler said he will
allow testimony that Coulthard
disliked jail, and that he had sug-
gested he might commit suicide if

south of Livingnto_n. he were incarcerated again.
Tt‘icﬁm{ih Heratd
9-3-90
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Jurors to visit

Grant County

By Lyn Hanson
of the Telegraph Heraid

LANCASTER, Wis. — Jurors
will see where Grant County
Sheriff's Thomas Reuter
was thot to
death, Judge
James Fiedler
ruled

The visit tu
the scene at
New California
Hoad two miles
south of Liv-
ingston will
take place be-
fore opening

arguments July
T Bsic il
e

18, of Liv-
ingston, who is accused of kill-
ing Reuter.

The only purpose of the visit to
the scene, Fledler said, is to famil-
jarize the Waukesha County jury

with the area'’s
However, Fied!er denied a

n request to have jurors
view the scene at night and to re-
create the scene with a tractor,
squad wﬂﬂl;luhliiht and spent

shell.

Grant County District Attorney
Emil Everix said a night tour of
the scene would give jurors a

more accurate sense of the area'’s

econdition on the night of March :

18.

But Fiedler sald a n
visit may make it di
sure safety for the jurors.

Also, he said, any attempt to re-

httime

create the scene with exhibits

would be unreliable and possibly
prejudicial to Coulthard.

The eriminal complaint accuses
Coulthard of killing Reuter short-
ly before midnight March 18,
with a single shotgun
from a tractor Coulthard was

Reuter's body was found lying
face down in a ditch off New Cali-
fornia Road, with his dropped
flashlight and a spent cartridge
near his body, according to the
eriminal complaint.

Fiedler also ruled that:

W The prosecution may not use
Coulthard's conversations with a
court-appointed psychiltr::t to
impeach him, except in relation
to Coulthard's mental condition.

B Both the prosecution and de-
fense may show exhibits to the

during opening stalements.
juﬁr.ﬁ]i witnesses will be exclud-
ed from the courtroom before tes-
timony, except investigators
working for the prosecution and
defense.

t to en-
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By Lyn Hanson

of the Telegraph Hiektd B Jury pool makeup |
LANCASTER, Wis. — Fourteen Wouke-

sha County residents will embark this —-Pﬂﬂ'ﬂi

woek on B most-unusual bus tip.
Among the scheduled stops is a rural

Grant County road, morning at the latest.

where sheriff’s depuly After Lhat, said Grant County Cireuit 1 =
Thomas Reuter was shot  Clerk Lhane Schroeder, the jurors will be =
to death March 18 sent home 1o pack a suilcase. T"e.ﬁ,'“‘ bard \}

The travelers will be o bus Thursday afterncon at the aukesha
jurars, who will decide County Courthouse for the Lnp 1o Platte-
whether Gregory ville, where they'll stay at the Governar |
Coulthard, 19, of Living- Best Western Inn. i
ston is guilty or innocent  Grant County Shenf? Herb Hottenstein -

of the shooting death of  said Judge James Fredler chose the motel
pecause it has o nearty restaurant and an 3

Heuter.

Coulthard's first-de-  indoor swimming pool — wihere the jurors s

Coulthard gree intentional homi-  mAay swim if no other motel guesls are i
cide trial will begin present |

Bul _];.J.F}' service in the Coulthard Lrial
will be anything but a pleasure Lrip.
In a motions hearing Tueaday, Coulth-

Wedneaday with jury selection in the Wa-
kesha Counly Courthouse at Waukesha

near Mileauke, &
Twelve jurors and baa alternates will be  ard’s attorme)s sabd their client admits fir- 1
chosen from a panel of Waukesha County ing the single shotgun blast that killed i |
residents, Selection is 1o b com-  Reuter, and doing o before Reuter shiat i
pleted Wednesday — or by Thursday five rounds from his 357 Magnum. | |
s e - : _ e 1
The issue, mﬂu{nﬂ and defense attor-  — will be taken to the scene |
rieys Say, is [thard's intent. The prose- Opening staternents will be delivered in 1
cution will argue he shot Reuter becawuse 1he courthouse at Lancaster after the wasil |
he feared going to jail. The defense will 1o the scene. i 8
argue that the killing was a result of reck- Grant County District Attorney Emil -

lessness. Everty said Tucsday his witnesses will likee-
ly include friends of Coulthard, who will -

On Friday morning. the jurers will travel -
— by Platteville school bus — to the shoot-  testily that Coulthard feared goin o jadl.
ifng SCEne on pew California Koad south of However, Fiedler has excliu feat-
Livingston. maony about Coulthard's past econvictiong
The criminal complaint, fled in Grant for eriminal damage to g;:peﬂy and dmn-
County Cireuft Court, said Heuter radioed  ken driving, and t Coulthard being on
1o the sheriff’s department dispatcher probation at the time of Reuter’s death.
about 11:45 p.m. on March 18 that he was Deferse attormey Seth Stoltz indicated |
stopping because of a tractor on the road. Coulthard will take the siand in his oWn
When he failed o respond 10 radio signals, defense and will testify. amon. other
ahoiher deputy wenl Lo the scene and NS, that he never encounle Fleuter
found Reuter's body Iying face down kn a pefare the night of the shooting.
The jury, however, will hear none of this i

ditch. e
Frodler said during the motions hearing until it is brought out in court.

ihat the sole reason for the visil to the .. Schroeder said two Grant County bai- ¥l
Al e ol To familiarize jurors with the  [IT: ST s o, e the i
area’s topography,-not to present either all times. and will stanc U5 |
the del-_-nsif; ar prosecution’s version ‘utside their motel rooms while they slegp, b
what might have occurred there. That's When the jurors eat, swim ar watch TV 4
why' nio exhibits — including ihe tractor, A& motel room set aside for that purpose, _
Reuter's dropped flashlight or a squad car Coulthard/Turn 10 Page 3A a
— re e e TR S |
- e aad Rlalldeam RN '1.,
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degmemm'de: athis arrai ;,m: ent
Fnday ‘afternoon in Grant
% Coun Circuit Court. Judge
agner directed the clerk
q t.u enter a “Not Guﬂty plea on
 his behalf.
| Coulthard,18, rural Living-
g smn. is ed with having shot
and killed Grant County Deputy
‘Shenff Thomas Reuter at ap-
=J pmma:ely 11:30 p.m. March
| 18 along New California Road
about two miles southwest of
1 [nvmgston after Reuter stopped
*§ to investigate a tractor Coulthard
i was allegedly driving.

Coulthard entered the court-
| house in handeuffs, flanked by
police. officers, five minutes be-
. fore his hearing. Officers also
stood at each door of the third
floor courtroom, filled to capac-
ltjl' Reuter’s wl:dow Diane was

— N AL T Y

GREGORY COULTHARD IS LED out of the Grant County
courthouse following his arralgnment on a first degree murder
nllwﬂa. A “Not Guilty” plea was entered on Coulthard’s behalf.

: Murder case jury
i%plﬂkpd in Waukesha Co.

ry to be

court Friday by Coulthiiﬂ's j't-'
torney, State Public Defender
Seth Stolz. In Wisconsin, one
substitution of judge is granted
upon timely request. No cause is
needed. Stolz also filed a motion
for a change of venue on the
grounds that “media coverage
has so permeated the people of
Grant County that it would be
impossible to select an impartial
Jury.™

Iowa County Circuit Judge
James P. Fiedler has since been
appointed to the case by the dis-
trict court administrator.
According to the Grant County
Clerk of Court’s office, a jury
will be selected in Waukesha
County June 8. The trial is
scheduled to begin June 11 in
Lancaster.

Coulthard faces life impris-
onment plus five years on the

- charge of first degree murder in-

volving use of a deadly weapon.




Coulthard jury

selection begins

By Lyn Hanson
of the Tessgraph Hasaia

WAUKESHA, Wis. — Ninety-seven
Waukesha County residents gathered
today at the county courthouse and

learred that 14 of therm will soon have to
i a suitcase and board a bus 1o Grant
SOUTIEY,

Jury selection began this moming in
the first-degree intentional homicide
trial of Gregory Coulthard, 18, of Living-

e

IHI'-H'II]; r.-l.'.lp_um to Grant Coun-
_IJ-'.L'-;J:‘H'E they will hear the case
in caster and be sequestered
in a Platteville motel.

Coulthard, wearing a white
dress shirt and tie and dress
pants — and a new short haireut,
in contragl with the shoulder-
length style he has worn in previ-
Ous court & — gal -
lently -:.-:!LE ‘his attorneys as
Prospective JUrors were ~

ques

Also in the eourtroom was
Reuter's widow, Dians of Living-
shon.

Fifty of the 97 members of the
Jury pool were brought into the
courtroom for initial questioning.
The first 28 jurors to be ques-
tioned were chosen by drawing

their names out of a revolving
drim.

gton. Coulthard is accused of killing
Grant County Sheriff's Deputy Thomas
Reuter with a single shotgun blast March
18,

Coulthard's jurors are being chosen
frormn residents of Waukesha County be-
cause of pretrial publicity in Grant
County.

The 12 jurcrs and two alternates will
board & bus Thursday afternoon for the

Coulthard/Turn o Page 3A

Judge James Fiedler told the
progpective jurors that Coulthard
admits firing the shot that killed
Reuter, but that he claims he did
nod Intend to do s0. The jury has
the option of finding Coulthard
guilty of a lesser offense.

Fiedler acknowledged that a so-
questered trial in 8 county 150
miles from hame i& an inconven- -
ience, but said it is also an oppor-
tunity to perform public senvice,

“Wae vou take this oppor-
tunity and don't seek to escape
from jury serviese sim ecaiiee
of inconvenience,” Fiedler said.

The trial will stari Friday with
the jury viewing the uhnuti:uﬁ
geene on New California Roa
two miles south of Livingston.
Orpening statements will fol at
the Grant County Courthouse,




‘Grant County bound

e

By Lyn Hnnson
olEa T
WAL A Wi, — Seven mnid

nest wenk hesring & recountl of & Grant
County sherfls drpaly’s 18 shool-

irna;r?;m.h.
n they will decide whether m
ginm farrband G ry Coulthard -
e 1o kil dapuly mas Reuter, 38, ol
Liwvimysana, oF W Lhe

result of Coulthard's pecklesines.

Thee 15 jurars and 1'|Iul::tﬂun-ltﬂ Were
chosgn Wednesdny for ir-
tortbonal homicide trial Htm.ﬂ
Livingison. Hecouse of pere-trinl publicity,

s

The pr jve jurors were q_;ﬂl.tﬂ
about woch things s whethar they balieve
a defendant shoakd pestify in his or hee
pan behalfl, ahether are members of
anki-guf or asiti -drunken drivieg ofganiza-
tions, and whether they have bumper
sibckirs on Abeir CRrs.

Arong those selected for the jury panel
mlhwunuker,;ﬁu:mnmlmﬂ%ﬂ:
alThoser, S0 § wosikcer and n Maring
veteran who said he once worked as a

inchaded & pasior, & forrner

anel @ woman who said her father
lves i Cuba City, where Coulthard gres
wp and whi b family now bves

“T'm 4o pisl yOU O FOUT
hamar,” i stid wf & local newd
report of ihe trinl comed of.

e S—

Judge James Fredler granied a defense
oticn 1a choose the jury gulside Grand
Coandy. The irial s Lo start Friday marning
in.lluﬁmﬂmm:&rﬁu-ﬂmi.ﬂ#ulm

Jurors/Tum 1o Page 3A

Tha jurors will LSl
gvery day #xcept Sunday —
wihin A Ius Roddl Uhae mnesk






Grant County
officers recall
night Reuter died

By Lyn Hanson
of tha Telegraph Harald

LANCASTER, Wis. — Diane
Reuter dabbed her eyes Friday as
a Grant County Sheriff's -
ment dispatcher played a record-
ing in Grant County Circuit Court
of the last known words of her
husband, Deputy Thomas Reuter,
38, of Livingston.

The record-
ing of the po-
lice radio
transmission —
unintelligible
in places be-
cause of static
— indicated
Reuter in-
formed dis-
patcher Sherry
Paulus at 11:24
p.m. March 18

he was out
of his squad car with a farm trac-
tor on New California Road.

Reuter’s body was found in the
road’s south ditch shortly before
midnight. He had been shot once
in the chest.

The tape was among the first
evidence heard in the trial of Gre-
gory Coulthard, 19, of Livingston,
who is charged with first degree
intentional homicide in connec-
tion with Reuter's death.

Grant County deputies also re-
called how Reuter's body was
found, and how Coulthard was
;:npture-::‘l in a pole barn four hours
ater.

Deputy Charles Fralick said he
was patrolling about 35 miles
from the shooting scene on New
California Road two miles south

of Livingston when he was dis-
patched to the scene because
Reuter had not answered radio or
humﬂﬂgna]fsﬁ;h% dispatcher En
signal an o r by sounding the
horn in the officer’s squad car.

A distraught Deputy Robert
Blover was there, Fralick
said, and told him Reuter was
dead.

“I checked Tom'’s vital signs,
and asked him (Bloyer) if he was
all right, then tried to secure the
scene as best [ could,” he said.

Fralick showed the jury a dia-
gram he drew of the scene, indi-
cating the location of an orange
farm tractor, Reuter’s squad car
behind it, a spent shotgun shell
and Reuter's body.

Sgt. Robert Floerke of the
Grant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said he arrived at New Cali-
fornia Road at about 1 a.m., and
spent a short time there before

joining in the pursuit of Reuter's
assailant.

The search started in the unin-
corporated community of Arthur,
where footprints were spotted in
the fresh snow.

Grant County Deputy Perry
Ahnen and Dane County Sheriff's
Deputy Ron Mainguth — who
had a specially trained tracking
dog — followed the trail while
Floerke drove ahead on Mocking-
bird Road, Floerke testified.

Floerke said he spotted foot-
prints near a pole shed about five
miles from the scene. He said he
summoned Ahnen and Mainguth,
who shouted “come out” before
sending the dog in. The dog
found Coulthard among the hay



Candi Coulthard, sister of homicide trial dafendant Gregory Coulthard, identifies a

shotgun held by Grant County Di

strict A Emil Everix, as a weapon her brother

liked to use for hunting. The gun was seized March 19 from a rural Livingston farm,

where Coulthard worked as a

hand. (TH photo by Patti Carr)



Defense claims
Coulthard fired
without intent

By Lyn Hanson

of the Tolegraph Herakd

LANCASTER, Wis. — Gregory
Coulthard took a shot in the dark

18 with no intention of killing Grant
County Sheriff's Deputy Thomas Reuter,

Coulthard's at-
B Officers recall

torney con-

e prosess-  Shooting night
tion told the _mi‘

jury, however,
that Coulthard
deliberately shot*Reuter to death be-
cause he feared Reuter would arrest him
and send him back to jail.

Friday’s opening statements in Coulth-
ard's first degree intentional homicide
irial in Grant County Cireuit Court of-
fered differing versions of what hap-
pened on the snowy March night Reuter
was killed with a single shotgun blast.

The families of both the victim and
defendant — including Reuter's widow,

Diane Reuter of Livingston, and Coulth-
ard's parents, Harlan and Gayle Coulth-
ard of Cuba City — heard the opening

statements and progecution testimony.
Coulthard, dressed in navy blue

slacks, a light blue shirt and striped tie,
spoke with his parents during recesses.
In his opening statement, Dale Pasell,
one of Coulthard’s attorneys, acknow-
ledged to the 14 Waukesha County jurors
that Coulthard killed Reuter.
But he said the shooting was lﬂ“[;l?
teanager, a e
act of a frightened Ererd}ct '

on
lesser charge, reckless homicide.

“He shot in the dark of night,
direction of a flashlight,” P__u:ell said. |

“He didn't see a human
Pasell promised the Coulthard
would take the stand in his own defense,

Prosecution witnesses offered the
trial’s nnttmﬂ.mu:ir Friday afternoon.

Candi Coulthard, 17, of Cuba City,
Coulthard's sister, identified a shotgun as
“ihe one he usually uses™ for hunting.

Grant County dnﬁutie: executed a
search warrant March 19 and seized th:e
shotgun — which belongs to Coulthard's
uncle, Scott Werner — from Lynden
Grove Farm near Livingston, where
Coulthard lived and worked as a farm-

%i Coulthard alzo said she drove

Coulthard/Turn to Page 3A
e - —

Continued from Page 1A

. her brother from the family home
in Cuba City to Lynden Grove
Farm the night of the shooting.
She said she telephoned him a
short time later to remind him of
their mother's upcoming birth-
day, and he told her he was
bored.

Do Soderstrom of Platte-
ville, mother of Coulthard’s
roommate Dale Soderstrom, testi-
fied that Coulthard called her at
about 9:50 p.m. and asked her for
a ride to Platteville that night.
When she refused, he said he
might take the farm tractor to
Platteville, about 15 miles away.

Several people who live or
work near Wiscongin 80 and
Mockingbird Road near the unin-
corporated community of Arthur
testified they saw a large tractor
traveling in the vicinity. Some
identified the tractor as an orange
Allis Chalmers with a cab and
chains on the tires, and said there
was one person in the tractor, No
one, however, identified the driv-

the tractor from her window
oing south on Mockingbird

g‘,uadg She noticed it, she said,

because it was ﬁﬂ]ﬂu fast and be-

cause farmers

tractors in mid-March.

Jerry Roh, owner of Roh's Auto
Mart in Platteville, said he learn-
ed a few days after Reuter's death
that a located at Wisconsin 80
and Mockingbird Road, which ad-
vertises his business, had ap-
parently been shot at. His
employee, Tim Fidler, testified he
found four spent shells near the
sign. :

Pasell said in his opening state-
ment that Coulthard had shot at &
sign the night of March 18, and
that he had open containers of
beer in the tractor.

When he saw the flashing lights
of Reuter's squad car, Coulthard
“freaked” and fired in panie, Pa-
sell said.

“He (Coulthard) will tell you
that all he wanted to do was scare

the officer away and run,” he
said.












Pathologist: Single |
shot killed Reuter

By Lyn Hanson
of the Telegraph Herald

LANCASTER, Wis. — Wisconsin State
pathologist Dr. Robert Huntington testi-
fied today that Grant County sheriff"s
deputy Thomas Reuter died of a single
shotgun blast to the chest.

However, Hunti said an autopsy
of Reuter's body offered no ﬂrmatll;ml‘u-
sions about the angle of the shot.

Wisconsin State Crime technicians
took the stand in the first
E:ﬂte;‘lﬁ:::l;l hBumieide trial of Greégory

ult » 18, of Livingston in Grant
County Circuit Court. o

Coulthard is accused of shooting
Reuter to death March 18 on New Cali-
fornia Road two miles south of Living-

Asked how Reuter died, Huntington
replied “he got shot with a sho
and it kil]ednl'ﬁm. b o
mﬁnvﬁm.nﬁ mi?tlﬂe mhuﬂ]:l not detu]r-

ine the angle of the shot accura
based on the physical evidence., o
~ Judge James sustained an ob-
Jection from defense attorney Seth Stoltz
to any further testimony about the angle.
~ Defense attorneys did not cross exam-
ine Hun' .

Ronald Diederichs, state crime lab
firearms expert, said firing tests conduct-
ed on a 12-gauge shotgun seized from
Coulthard's rural Livingston home —
compared to a hole in Reuter's jacket
;r:&,huw Reuter was shot from 2 to 8 feet

Huilﬁnglun said the showed
fresh abrasions on the Back 3 Reuter’s

hands and on his knees.

A wound, about 2 inches square, was |
located in Reuter's chest area, he said.

The jacket and shirt Reuter was wear-
in% a smaller hole, he said.

rian Werner, state crime lab photog-

rapher, showed photos of the knees of
Reuter's body. The photos could be seen
from the audience as well as the jury
boox.
Anthony Spadafora, state crime lab
expert on fingerprints and palm prints,
testified that prints found on the rifle
seized from Coulthard's rural Livingston
Mhmm :;ntched samples that Coulthard

Under cross examination by defense
attorney Dale Pu;rih Spadafora said
Coulthard’s finger ts or palm prints
were not found in Reuter's squad car.

Earlier testimony incl an account
from a witness who drove past the scene
:f'ri ﬂ:im before the second ofMicer

v

Robert Parrish of rural Livingston told
the court he saw someone in the driver's
seat of Reuter’s squad car, but he
couldn't identify the man as Reuter,

Today's testimony was presented to
lm.lﬁ 13 Waukesha County jurors. The
14th, Norbert Dzioba, became ill this
morning and was taken to Southwest
Health Center in Platteville, where he
was released this morning,






Roommate recalls

day of shooting

By Lyn Hanson
of the Telagraph Herald
LANCASTER, Wis, — Gregory
Coulthard’s roommate recounted
Saturday how Coulthard woke
him late March
18 and said, "1
Just shot a cop.”
Dale Soder-
strom said he
drove Coulthard
to the place
where Grant
County sheriff's
deputy Thomas
Rifuter. 3{?, w;s
shot to death, L, :
. then told officers .
at the scene that Coulthard
Coulthard was the one who killed
Reuter.

But Soderstrom'’s con
testimony about his criminal ree-
ord, elicited during ecross-exami-
nation, took Grant County
District Attorney Emil Everix by
surprise,

Soderstrom, 28, testified Satur-
day, the second day of the first-
degree intentional homicide trial
of Coulthard, 18, in Grant County
Circuit Court. Coulthard is ac-
cused of killing Reuter with a sin-
Ele shotgun blast.

On direct examination, Soder-
strom said he had twice been con-
vieted for drunken driving.

When defense attorney Seth
Stoltz asked him if he had also
been convicted of burglary and
theft, Soderstrom said he had not.

After a recess, however, Stoltz

produced a court record shmvinﬁ |

Soderstrom’s 1980 burglary an

theft convictions, and Soderstrom |

then admitted the convictions.

L s

o

Everix said Soderstrom was |

confused by Stoltz's question
about his other convictions,
which he said took both him and
Soderstrom by surprise.

However, Everix said he thinks |
thv:_ Waukesha County jury will |
believe Soderstrom’s account of |
the events of late March 18 and

early March 18.
Soderstrom testified he and

Coulthard shared a room at Lyn- |

den Grove Farm, rural Living-
ston, where both worked as
farmhands for farm owner Ralph
Bourret. Soderstrom said he had
worked there about two years,

and Coulthard had worked there

about two months, at the time of

the shooting.
At about 11:45 p.m., March 18,
Sodehi rstrom said Coulthard woke
m.

“He told me he shot a cop and
had to get out of town,” Soder-
strom said. “He wanted my car
and the keys, to go to California.”

Soderstrom said he did not be-
lieve Coulthard at first, and
smelled ligquor on him. When
Coulthard insisted he was serious,
Soderstrom said, he looked out
the window and saw the red and
blue flashing lights of a squad car.

Soderstrom said he told Coulth-
ard he would drive him to the
scene, 50 he could verify Coulth-
ard’s story for himself, =

Before they left in Soderstrom's
car, Coulthard got a duffel bag, he
said. Soderstrom said he dissuad-
ed Coulthard from taking along a
fhﬂtg‘un, and insisted he unload
t.

Soderstrom said he drove
Coulthard a short distance to the
scene on New California Road,
where both saw a body lying in
the south ditch.

They traveled past the scene,
Soderstrom said, and Coulthard
turned off the car, took the
and asked Soderstrom to “wait
and hour or two," then report the
car stolen.

Soderstrom said he persuaded
Coulthard to give the keys back,
and he drove back to the scene.

Coulthard/Turn to Page 3A
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Coulihard

Continued from Page 1A

By thiz time, he sald, sanother
Girant County squad car had ar-
rived, and Soderstrom said
Coulthard remarked, in effect,
that he would probably be
eaught

When ; Rebert Blover —
whorn Scdﬂnmwd} i akd h:}hnm
— psked Soderstrom to stop, he
said he did so, entified himsell,
and zaid, “Here's the one that
shol the cop.™

Bloyer testified Saturday thai
Soderstrom said, “I've gol your
suspsct fight here"

Blover sabd Coulthard jumped
oul of the car and ran down New
California Road., He said he shot
il Coulthard four Limes in an §i-
tempt ta #op him. Bloyer then

uestioned Sodersirom about
oulthard s idemtity, he said.

In other prosecution lestimony
Saturday, Richard Rutherford of
Cuba City — who deseribed
Coulthard as his best friend —
read a letier he said Coulthard
wrole him from the Richland
County Jail in Richland Center
after his arrest for Reuter's death.

Rutherford sasd the letber indi-
cated Coulthard was frightened
“hecause | may nover see freo-
dom again.”

Coulthard wrote that he re-
membered little about the inei-
dent and regreds [, Rutherford
said

“You may be wondering why 1
diid it and I'm Mmm"ﬂtﬁ"
the letter said. “When [ saw & oop
car behind me, [ got scared and
freaked,”

James: Jansen of Madisan and

mas Reuter, 38, of Livi
cution testimony in the first-degree intentional homicide trial
Gragory Coulthard, 19, of Livingston. (TH phato by Patti Carr)

Ellen Mezera of Platteville,
friemnds of Coulthard, testified that
he feared jail,

“He often told me he didn't like
it when he was in there,” Mezem
said. “"He told me he didn't wanl
1o o back.”

thard hed previously been

ngston, Wis., dabs

hﬂuhu

Jalled for drunken driving and

criminal fo pro i
The trial will resume

with testimony from Wisconsin

state crime lnboratory experts. ]
Judge James Fiedler said he |

expects Lhe case to go to the jury

by Tuscadny.



Seth Stoltz Gragory Coulthard an axhibit mmhgh charg
mmw‘:-mmmm wﬁdhnﬁmamwm n?ﬁrl#lmm
Tmuﬁauurmruﬂngnmm on March 18, m-ipl'mhyuutHhm}
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Coulthard says
he didn’t mean

to kill Reuter

By Lyn Hanson
of the Telegraph Herald

LANCASTER, Wis. — Gregory
Coulthard testified Monday he
never intended to kill Grant
County sheriff"s deputy Thomas
Reuter or even to shoot him.

Coulthard, 19, a Livingston
farmhand, spent one hour on the
witness stand Monday afternoon
during his intentional
homicide trial in Grant County
Circuit Court.

The prosecution rested its case
late Monday morning, and the
defense rested Monday afternoon
following Coulthard’s testimony.

Closing arguments are sche-
duled for today, and the case
should go to the Waukesha Coun-
ty jury by this afternoon.

In an often inaudible voice,
Coulthard said he was driving a
farm tractor in rural Livingston
late March 18 when he saw a po-
lice car behind him.

He said he had taken a loaded

.12 gauge sho with him, but
did not know why.
As he turned from Wisconsin 80

to New California Road, he said,
the squad car turned on its red

M Closing arguments
— Page 3A

and blue lights.

“l got very scared,” he said.
“My heart started racing and my
hand was shaking. I didn’t under-
stand why I was being pulled |
ﬂu&r-l'f

Coulthard said he planned to
show the officer the shotgun to
frighten him, then run away.

‘1 suddenly decided I was
going to take the shotgun, and I
was going to jump out of the trac-
tor,” he said.

Instead, Coulthard said in a
breaking voice, he saw a flash-
light and panicked.

From the witness stand,
Coulthard showed how he sat
sideways in the drivers' seat, with
the gun pointed out the tractor
door, when he shot Reuter. :

“As soon as I saw the flashlight,
it startled me and I fired,” he
said. :

Reuter, 38, of Livingston was
killed with a single shotgun blast

Coulthard/Turn to Page 3A
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to the chest. :
"On cross examination, Grant i -
: ty District Attorney Emil %eoulh Plattevﬂla in tractor,
thard m&m%ﬁaw

asked Coulthard, “When
officer came around, that's
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Coulthard convicted

Faces mandatory

by Steve Prestegard

Gregory A. Coulthard was found
guilty of firsi-degree intentional
homicide in Grant County Circuit
Coun Tuesday aftermoon.

The Waukesha County jury de-
liberated less than two hours before
convicting Coulthard, 19, Living-
ston, of killing Grant County
Deputy Sheriff Tom Reuter in
Clifton March 18.

Some of the spectators in the
packed third-floor courtroom burst
inio tears after the verdict was read
by Iowa Count Circuil Judge
James Fiedler. Friends of Reuter
and law enforcement officers ap-
peared to be reacting out of relief,
while friends of the Coulthard fam-
ily wept with sormow.

Coulthard, with tears streaming
down his face, was taken back o
the Richland County Jail, where he
will remain until he is sentenced
Aug. 16 at 9 a.m. He faces a life
sentence plus five years imprison-
ment for uosing a dangerous
weapon. Fiedler has the option of
setting a parole date at senlencing.

The jury of six men and six
women chose intentional homicide
over two alternatives—finding him
guilty of first-degree reckless
homicide, which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 20 years in prison,
or acquitting him of a homicide
charge.

Diane Reuter, the deputy’'s
widow, said afterward she was
thankful of the support from friends
and relieved in the verdicl.

“I'm just very glad our court
systems can do what they're meant
10 do,” she said. “Tom was a law
enforcement officer, and he be-

of murder

life in prison

“I’'m just very glad our

what they’re meant to

enforcement officer, a

|
court systems can do
do. Tom was a law
nd he believed in

—Diane Reuter

H

lieved in justice, and we went
through™ the trial process.

District Attorney Emil Everix
also was relieved afterward.

“I'm happy with it," he said. "Tt's
been a long time since March 18,
and 1 think the time taken by the
jury indicates they were surc it was
first-degree intentional homicide.

The main issue of the wrial was
not whether Coulthard shot
Reuter—Coulthard’s atlorncys,
Seth Stoliz and Dale Pasell, admit-
ted he had from opening arguments
Friday.

Everix said he still went through
the process of calling witnesses 10
gir;pninl. Coulthard’s movements

apse “1 wasn’t going o allow
[Coulthard’s attorneys] to tell the
jury that they had conceded any-
thing.”

The issue the jury had to decide
was whether Coulthard intended 0

kill Reuter when he fired the gun.

The key statement of the entire
rial may have come at the end of
Everix’ cross-examination of Coul-
thard Monday afterndon, when he
asked, “When the officer came
around, that’s when you ghot him,
is that correct?” Coulthard replied,
1 chot him when [ saw him.”

Stoltz quickly asked if Coulthard
had seen the deputy, and Coulthard
replied that he had not seen the
deputy, he had fired at the flash-
light—a stalement he had made
during direct cxamination.

During closing arguments Tues-
day morning, Stoltz dismissed
Coulthard’s contradictory statement
as induced by a “slick lawyer's
trick.” Everix, however, gaid, “That
was not a slip of the tongue, that
was the truth finally coming out of
his mouth,”

Sioliz refused comment after the
verdict.

The main issue the jury had to decide was
Coulthard’s intent when he pulled the

trigger.
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. “Tom (Reuter) was a

law enforcement
officer. He believed in
justice, and I'm glad

i ]usﬂm can happen.”

— Diane Reuter

| senses that it feels sympathy for

her.

Fiedler set sentencing for 8 a.m.
Aug. 16 in Grant County Circuit
Court. Coulthard will remain in
the Richland County Jail until
sentencing.

Wisconsin law mandates life
imprisonment for first-degree in-
tentional homicide. Prosecutors
will ask for an additional five
years because Coulthard used a

Fiedler will be“ﬁluwed to set
Coulthard's earliest possible pa-
role eligibility date under Wiscon-
sin's “'life-means-life’’ law.
Coulthard will serve his sentence
in a Wisconsin state prison.

Grant County Sheriff Herb
Hottenstein said he believes the
jury made a “proper verdiet.”

The department’s deputies —
some of whom attended the the trial
in plain clothes due to a pre-trial

ruling against uniformed off-duty

! et EE.'_.. .".

officers in the courtroom — are 3'--1
still affected by Reuter’s death in =~
the line of duty, Hottenstein said. =

He noted that Wisconsin law "“.
does not call for stiffer penalties
for killing a police officer, and il
said he believes that is as it B l"

Thme le (officers) are out
there at risk to protect the
people,” Huttmstejn said. “But
the law should not be lenient
against killers, no matter who the
victim is."

A standing-room-only crowd
witnessed the proceedings
throughout the four-day trial.

Generally, Coulthard's family
and friends sat on ﬂmnglnﬁdenl‘ :
the courtroom while Reuter's
leﬂ‘fanﬁ]:.r and friends were on the

On the trial's closing day, all 3;_J.
five Reuter children — twins
Doug and Dan, 15; Tim, who
tumadl-ltndaar'Ehe;rn' lﬂ and ¢
Andrew, 8 — were in the court-
room. N

Present throughout the trial
were Coulthard's parents, Harlan
and :}:ﬁrle Coulthard of Cuba
City, other family members.

Grant County District Attorney
Emil Everix said he believes he
convinced jurors that Coulthard
deliberately killed Reuter.

“Everything was a conscious,

Coulthard/Turn to Page 3A




Coulthard
gets life
sentence

By Lyn Hanson

ol tha Talegraph Herakd ¥
LANCASTER, Wis. — Gregory Coulthard will

spend his life, plus five years, in a Wisconsin prison

with no chanee of parole for 25 years, a judge decided

today.

Coulthard, 19, was sentenced for the March 18
shooting death of Grant County sheriff's deputy Theo-
mas Heuter,

Judge James Fiedler said Coulthard can seek pa-
role no earlier than March 19, 2015 — the 25th anni-
versary of his arrest for Reuter’s murder.

Fiedler imposed sentence after hearing all 12 Wau-
kesha County jurors swear to their July 17 guilty ver-
diet for first-degree intentional homicide.

The jurors were brought back by bus today for the

polling.

Coulthard wore a white dress shirt, gray dress pants
and a tie. His parents, Harlan and Gayle Coulthard of
Cuba City, were in the courtroom, as were his sister,
Candi, and brother, Pat.

Reuter's widow, Diane, was also in the eourtroom
with her three oldest sons, Dan, Doug and Tim.
Tom and Diane Reuter are the parents of five child-

CoulthardTurn to Page 3A

Coulthard

Continued from Page 1A

ren.

Wizconsin law requires life in
prizon for first-degree intentional
homicide, and allows an addition-
al five years for use of a danger-
OUS Weapon.

In imposing sentence, Fiedler
said society must realize the need
to protect police officers in the
line of duty. He said he also con-
sidered the Reuter family’s loss of
a som, a husband and a father.

Letters stating support for
Coulthard’s character — and a
letter from Coulthard himself —
were also considered, Fiedler
cald

In a sobbing voice, Coulthard

read his letter expressing regret
for shooting Reuter and a desire
to continue his education and be-
came a teachar,

“1 know the pain I caused her
{Diane Heuter) and [ feel really
sorry for her and her family for
what I have done to them,"
Coulthard read. “To the children,
I know I have taken away their
father,

*1 anly wish I could turn back
the hands of time so I could give
their father back to them and ease
their pain,.’” Coulthard continued.

Coulthard's attorney, Seth
Stoltz, asked that Coulthard’s ear-
liest parole hearing be in 13 years.

“If we're going to rehabilitate
him, we have to let him out in the
streets to show he's rehabilitat-

ed,” Stoltz said.

Grant County District Attorney
Emil Everix argued for a parole
hearing no sooner than 40 vears
from now.

“This particular act shook the
consciences of the people of
Grant County and surrounding
counties,"” Everix said. “If a police
officer’ can be killed in a traffic
tvpe of stop, people feel their se-
curity has been breached.”

Fiedler rejected arguments
from Stoltz that the Wisconsin
law allowing judges to set parole
dates in sentencing is unconstitu-
tional.

Coulthard was taken to the
Grant County Jail, from where he
will be taken to prison. The loca-
tion will be determined later,






‘1 can’t say | hate hinv’

Grant County deputy’s widow struggles
for new life as murderer goes to prison

By TERRY BURT
Of the Tribune staff

LIVINGETON, Wis, — Diane
Reuter received a life sentence
of hver own when her police
officer husband was gunned
down in March by & teen-age
farmhand on a borrowed
tractor

With one blast of a shotgun
ber life changed forever.

“1 mever worried about Tom
... it just doesn’t happen in
Grant County,” she said of the
murder that left her alone to
raise the couple’s five children.

Gregory Coulthard, 19, was
sentenced Thursday to life in

prison for the slaving of 3&-vear-

old Thomas Reuter of

‘ At 38, you don't
think you'd have to
pick out a husband's
caskel.' —Diane Reuter

Livingston, a Grant County
sheriff’s deputy. He will be
eligible to apply for parole in 25
1'|."E\B:!"S.

“I can't say I hate him,” the
widow said of the convicted
murderer who worked on a farm
a few miles from the little village
where the Reuter family lives,

“‘But during the trial when I

realized he did mean to shool a

cop — it just happened to be Tom
— [ gol more angry ... | have a
life sentence too ...

“Tom was a farm boy," she
said of her husband of 17 years.
“Who's going to expect to get
ghot from a tractor?™

The deputy had stopped his
squad car along a rural road to
assist an apparently disabled
tractor, driven by Coulthard,

Diane attended nearly all the
court sessions, including the July
trial, “I had to live it,” she said

She has a scrapbook of the
many newspaper stories about
the events surrounding her
husband’s death, She even has a

Sec WIDOW, back pages —

[




| said.

- | day may

 videotape of the funeral and some

related TV news broadcasts,
“Some of the times you watuh it
and ery ... feel sorry for you, but
| it's part of the grieving alp'.;ocm
- It's reality orientation,"
- The Reuter chlidren were al-
~ lowed to h%]sp with the funeral

It was a tough time, she said of
'mdayslmmadhtdyaﬂw the

i e e o
you'" i out a
hushand's casket,"

Diane said she and the children
and some other relatives went on
a camping trip this suramer, but
it just wasn't the same without
her husband

“It used to be a shared experi-
ence,” she said, “but if T didn’t do
it, would I ever do it? I'm not
going to get cheated out of what 1
have left in life.”

Some days, she said, there's not
. enough of her to go around. “I'm

]B&l'll.l.!ilg nursing management,”
she said. And when she gets home
from work, “with it only being
me, I have to go to everything ...
if any parent is to go."

N AL lhisrtu;;e nlya;rmmarea
cou of givens. For example,
FI'IE(JI;' nights are for il

- games, Twins Dan and 16,

for Towa-Grant High School.
other night

attends a junior varsity football

e to watch 14-yvear-old Tim, a
mmﬁmulfrmhmnu.

And of course there are the pe-
riedic activities involving daugh-
ter Sherry, 11, and the youngest

child, Andy, 7, both students at
Livingston Elementary School.
“It's tough,"" she said, “Work is
extremely busy and home is so
hW}'"
'- S‘mmu-smmmhethewmst,
'Bheﬂ.id,wil.'llﬂlechﬂdm ‘going
in five different directions.”
Most of her friends at work
don't see her lonely suffering, she
said. I do good at work. General-
ly I buck up and don't take
lems to work, But if they'd see
me at home .. it's not so good."
. Loneliness is the hardest part,
. she said, recalling the dreams she
. and Tom had of a future that will

| mever be,

They had talked about someday
retiring to a cottage in northern
‘Wisconsin

“All that stuff’s changed,” she

relationship so much. We're not
going to relire to Hayward ..."

The worst loneliness, she said,
is at night after work — not hav-
ing an adult to talk with.

There is “no one there for you,”
she said. “Sometimes [ sit there
with tears running down my
face.”

. She misses the companionship
and tel Tom *how awful"’ her
ve been.

““‘He may not have heard it,"”
she said of those shared times,
. “but he listened and there was
support. He made a lot of the de-
~ cisions and we backed each

a week she

“I really liked being
married and I miss the

of handling the death of
ther, she said,

been more l'un “*if dad could have
come."

Another time, she said, Andy
told her: * ‘If you die — if some-
body comes and kills you — I'll
be an orphan.”

“He thinks the stars are angels
and dad's there at
him,” she said. “He's his
dad.”

The children all liked bei
with their father, she said. “

role model

band alive was early on the
day evening of March 18, a few
hours before he was shot while on
m:']ul just -a few miles from
e, .
He had Inp!]ed home that
night, she said, “‘to make sure we
were all OK. He was always a

least four states and by a host of |
officials, including Wisconsin |
Gov. Tommy Thompson. j
Diane addressed the overflow
erwd briefly al‘. that tlmn, e.nmns:
Tom '‘my very best
It was a way uf sa:rmg good-

. bye, she said later.

“It was totally crazy,” she said
of the 14-mile procession of about
300 police cars between the
church in Platteville and the
rural cemetery where her hus-

nd and best friend was buried

cold, windy March
“Tom would have been so im-




STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT GRANT COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN,

Plaintiff,
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GREGORY A. COULTHARD, e 3ip A= gn Case No. 90 CR 0082
10157 Highway 80 South TR

Livingston, Wisconsin T F T Y By
D.0.B. 4/24/71
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-

Richard Luell, being first duly sworn, on oath, says that as
he is informed and verily believes that on the 18th day of March,
1990, in the Township of Clifton, in said County, the defendant
did feloniously cause the death of another human being with
intent to kill that person, to-wit: the defendant shot Thomas
Reuter with a .12 gauge shotgun causing the death of Thomas
Reuter, which upon a finding of guilt shall subject the defendant
to a term of life imprisonment, and because of the use of a
dangerous weapon further increases the penalty by an additional
five (5) years, contrary to Sections 940.01 (1), 939.50 (3) (a)
and 939.63 (1)(a)2., Wisconsin Statutes, and prays that said
defendant be dealt with according to law; and that the basis for
the complainant's charge of such offense is:

complainant is a Special Agent with the Wisconsin Department
of Justice, Division of Criminal Investigation. Complainant
became involved in the shooting death to Deputy Thomas Reuter on
the morning of March 19, 1990. Sherry Paulus informed the
complainant that she was working as a dispatcher for the Grant
county Sheriff's Department from 4:00 p.m. until 12:00 p.m. on
March 18, 1990. Sherry Paulus informed the complainant that as
dispatcher she received a radio message from Car 13 of the Grant
county Sheriff's Department at 11:24 p.m. that Deputy Thomas
Reuter was 10-6 at New California Road. Complainant knows that
10-6 merely means that the officer was out of the car and out of
communication at that point in time. Maurice Krohn, Captain with
the Grant County Sheriff's Department, informed the complainant
that cCar 13 with the Grant County Sheriff's Department is
assigned to Deputy Thomas Reuter. Jeffrey Rewey informed the
complainant that he is also a dispatcher for the Grant County
Sheriff's Department and that he had radio communication with
Deputy Robert Bloyer at 11:52 p.m. on March 18, 1990, when
Officer Bloyer stated that he was 10-6 with 13 off of 80 and
needing assistance. Maurice Krohn informed the complainant that
Car 8 with the Grant County Sheriff's Department is assigned to
Deputy Robert Bloyer. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant
that he heard Officer Thomas Reuter saying that he was going to



be out of the car with a farm tractor on New California Road.
Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that at that time he was
on County Trunk G in the Castle Rock area southbound. Robert
Bloyer informed the complainant that he then started toward
Montfort and when he got to Montfort he called Deputy Reuter and
still did not receive an answer. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that a short time later he heard a double beep on the
radio and was asked by Dispatcher Sherry Paulus for his location
and at that time he was north of Livingston. Robert Bloyer
informed the complainant that Sherry Paulus had advised him that
she had just blown Deputy Reuter's horn and received no reply at
which time Deputy Bloyer activated his red and blue emergency
lights and accelerated going to New California Road. Robert
Bloyer informed the complainant that as he turned on to New
California Road he could see the reflection of Deputy Reuter's
red and blue lights in the sky and that as he crested the knoll
just east of the scene he could see Deputy Reuter's squad car
parked in the westbound lane of New California Road and that an
orange tractor with a cab on it was in front of the squad car.
Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that as he got closer he
observed Deputy Reuter's car in the westbound lane and observed a
flashlight in the eastbound lane pointing toward the tractor.
Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that he pulled up to the
left and behind Deputy Reuter's car and parked in the eastbound
lane. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that he then saw
what appeared to be a body laying on the south side of the road
and at that time used his flashlight and saw that it was Deputy
Reuter. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that he called to
Deputy Reuter and saw no movement and heard nothing and that he
then used his flashlight to make a quick view of the area and
could see no one in the area and that he checked the squad car
and tractor and saw no one else around. Robert Bloyer informed
the complainant that he then went to the body and observed Deputy
Reuter laying on his stomach slightly rolled onto his right side,
that there was no movement, and that he could not find a pulse
when he checked the neck area. Robert Bloyer further informed
the complainant that Deputy Reuter felt cold, there was no pulse,
and that his glasses were broken but still on his head. Robert
Bloyer further informed the complainant that he saw blood on Tom
Reuter's left hand and was unable at that time to find Tom
Reuter's weapon. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that he
then contacted Dispatcher Jeff Rewey and told him he needed help
right away that an officer was down. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that a short time later a gray Chevrolet Citation
with Wisconsin license number FHR617 approached from the west
while he was standing behind his squad car and that the driver's
door opened and a male person stepped out. Robert Bloyer
informed the complainant that he shouted stop, who is it, and
that he then recognized the person as Dale Soderstrom. Robert
Bloyer informed the complainant that Dale Soderstrom then
responded, Dale Soderstrom and I've got your suspect right here,



at which time Soderstrom pointed into the car so that he then saw
a brown-haired male subject sitting in the passenger seat of
Soderstrom's car. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that
the male got out of the vehicle and ran west with him pursuing,
that he yelled stop, halt, and the individual continued to run
faster than he was going westbound on New california Road.
Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that he was unable to
catch the individual who was running faster than he was and that
he then returned to the area where the squad cars were and
inquired of Dale Soderstrom who the individual was that had ran
away . Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that Dale
Soderstrom advised it was Greg Coulthard and that he was unsure
of the spelling but that both he and Greg worked at Lynden Grove
Farm just north of the location. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that in talking with Dale Soderstrom he was advised
by Dale Soderstrom that he was home asleep when Greg came in the
house and woke him up and at that time Greg told him I just shot
a cop. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant +that Dale
soderstrom thought it was a Jjoke at which time Greg again
repeated that he had just shot a cop. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that Dale Soderstrom advised him that since he didn't
believe him he came over here to see what had happened and that
they drove past and were coming back when they observed Deputy
Bloyer's sgquad car at which time the defendant said oh no we're
fucked. Robert Bloyer informed the complainant that after
talking to Dale Soderstrom he got out of the car and noticed a
green-colored fired shotgun shell near the tractor and that upon
looking in the tractor he saw a hard plastic sided shoulder
weapon case that was empty. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that Dale Soderstrom advised that the shotgun was
home in the closet. Perry Ahnen informed the complainant that
approximately 12:30 a.m. on March 19, 1990, he was contacted at
his home by Ron Sturmer, a City of Lancaster police officer, to
report to the Sheriff's Department. Perry Ahnen informed the
complainant that he is a Lieutenant with the Grant County
Sheriff's Department and that upon arriving at the Sheriff's
Department on the morning of March 19, 1990, began calling
surrounding counties to request assistance in finding the male
individual that had ran from Deputy Robert Bloyer. Perry Ahnen
informed the complainant that he was provided the name of Greg
coulthard and that he then examined the bocking records at the
Grant County Sheriff's Department and received the name of
Gregory A. Coulthard and that a photograph was also available and
proceeded to run off photocopies so that other officers would be
able to identify the individual. Complainant proceeded to the
area where he observed Deputy Thomas Reuter's body laying in the
ditch line on the south side of New california Road which is
located at the place alleged in this complaint, specifically
clifton Township, Grant County, Wisconsin. Perry Ahnen informed
the complainant that he became involved in the search for Gregory

A. Coulthard together with numerous other officers. Perry Ahnen



informed the complainant that at one point he became connected
with Deputy Ron Mainguth, a deputy sheriff for Dane County,
Wisconsin, who was handling a canine unit. Perry Ahnen informed
the complainant that at 4:07 a.m. on March 19, 1990, they had the
defendant in custody as a result of the canine unit going into a
storage shed and found the defendant hiding under bales of hay.
Perry Ahnen observed that the same individual that they took into
custody at 4:07 a.m. on March 19, 1990, was the same individual
depicted on the Grant County Jail booking slip and photographs as
being the defendant referred to in this complaint. Perry Ahnen
informed the complainant that prior to finding the defendant at
4:07 a.m. on March 19, 1990, that he had followed tracks at
different locations indicating a southerly direction of travel by
the defendant. Perry Ahnen further informed the complainant that
where the defendant was found was approximately five road miles
from where Deputy Reuter's body was found on New California Road.
Dale Soderstrom informed the complainant that he had returned
home to the Lynden Grove Farm in Livingston and went to bed at
about 10:20 p.m. on March 18, 1990. Dale Soderstrom further
informed the complainant that he was awakened at approximately
11:45 p.m. on March 18, 1990, by the defendant who was living at
the Lynden Grove Farm with him. Dale Soderstrom informed the
complainant that when he was awakened by the defendant, the
defendant said I shot an officer. Dale Soderstrom informed the
complainant that he told the defendant just to go to bed since he
had been drinking and at that time the defendant repeated, Dale
I'm serious, I shot an officer. Dale Soderstrom informed the
complainant that he then got up and at that time the defendant
showed him the gun which he was holding and recognized the gun to
be a .12 gauge shotgun. Dale Soderstrom informed the complainant
that they then went out onto a porch area and at that time he
could see the red and blue glow in the sky. Dale Soderstrom
informed the complainant that the defendant wanted to take the
.12 gauge shotgun with him but he said no, at which time the
defendant ejected some shells onto the kitchen floor and placed
the shotgun into a closet in the kitchen. Dale Soderstrom
informed the complainant that they then went to his car and that
the defendant then went back into the house and came out carrying
a duffel bag which the defendant placed in the back seat of his
car. Dale Soderstrom informed the complainant that he then drove
to New California Road where he observed the red and blue lights
of a squad car on as well as a tractor which was in front of the
squad car. Dale Soderstrom further informed the complainant that
he observed a flashlight in the roadway and that he then cbserved
the body of an officer in the ditch across from where the
officer's car was located and that he then drove past the area
approximately two miles, talked, and returned to where the
tractor and squad car were located. Dale Soderstrom informed the
complainant that upon returning back to the tractor and squad car
that he observed a second squad car at which time the defendant
stated oh fuck, we're screwed. Dale Soderstrom informed the



complainant that he told the defendant don't worry about it, I'll
take care of it, at which time he got out of his car and shouted
to the officer here's the one who shot him, and pointed to the
defendant sitting in his car. Dale Soderstrom informed the
complainant that it was at that time that the defendant got out
of his car and began running westbound on New California Road
with the officer chasing him. Donovan Nelson informed the
complainant that he is the coroner for Grant County, Wisconsin,
and that he was at the crime scene on New California Road on the
morning of March 19, 1990, when he took custody of the body of
Deputy Thomas Reuter. Donovan Nelson informed the complainant
that he followed Soman Funeral Home's transportation of the body
from the scene to Soman Funeral Home in Montfort and was present
when the body was taken into the funeral home whereupon he placed
the body of Thomas Reuter into a body bag and sealed it. Donovan
Nelson informed the complainant that the body remained in a cool
room at Soman Funeral Home and locked in that room. Donovan
Nelson informed the complainant that 1later that morning he
returned to Soman Funeral Home where the body was removed from
the cool room and he then observed that the seals were intact and
he then transported the body to Madison where Doctor Robert W.
Huntington III performed an autopsy. Donovan Nelson was present
for the autopsy which was conducted by Doctor Huntington and
knows that the autopsy was performed on the body of Thomas
Reuter, whom he knows personally. Robert W. Huntington III
informed the complainant that he is a forensic pathologist with
the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics and that he
performed an autopsy on the morning of March 19, 1990, in the
presence of Coroner Donovan Nelson. Robert W. Huntington III
informed the complainant that after conducting the autopsy he
concluded that death was caused by a single shotgun blast that
entered the left chest area at a downward angle striking the
heart and 1lung causing death. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that after he returned to the Grant County Jail
following apprehension of a person identified as Gregory A.
Coulthard that he had an opportunity to observe that individual
in custody through a one-way mirror. Robert Bloyer informed the
complainant that he identified the person in custody at the Grant
County Sheriff's Department as the same individual that ran from
him after getting out of Dale Soderstrom's car running westbound
on New California Road at the scene where Deputy Reuter's body
was found. Robert Bloyer further informed the complainant that
he examined the mug shot in custody of the Grant County Sheriff's
Department and knows that person is the same person that he
identified at the Grant County Jail on the morning of March 19,
1990, and that is the same individual that ran from him at the
scene of the crime. Maurice Krohn informed the complainant that
upon executing a Search Warrant at the defendant's and Dale
Soderstrom's home on March 19, 1990, found a .12 gauge shotgun in
a closet in the kitchen.



WIN 2,

Richard Luell, Complainant
Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 20 day of March, 1990.
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his feelings about it.

He now spends his days at the
maximum security Green Bay
Correctional Facility, Green Bay,
Wis., home to about 840 inmates,
working in the kitchen as a cook.

He works eight to nine hours a
day, seven days a week, for 47
cents an hour.

After finishing work for the
day, Coulthard said he is allowed
anywhere 45 minutes to an hour
of recreation before he returns to
his 5-by-10-foot single cell for the

nl%.t.

hen Coulthard was sen-
tenced, he read a letter express-
ing his regret for Reuter's death.
He also said he wanted to contin-
ue his education and someday be-
come a teacher.,

“I'd still like to be a teacher, but
the college program is full, and
it’s possible that it may not be
around any longer,” Coulthard
said in a telephone interview
from Green Bay.

He said it was rumored the pro-
gram might be cut, but if not he
may be able to enter it within the
next year. He has already taken
entrance tests and only needs to
apply for and receive financial aid
to enter,

The facility offers a two-year
associate degree program through
the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay with a capacity of
about 40 men, said Ralph Larson,
social service supervisor at the
Green Bay Correctional Facility.

The program is filled every se-
mester, and he said there was
some concern recently about al-
lowing prisoners to secure finan-
cial aid, but those concerns
appear to have dissipated, he said.

Coulthard spends his time
alone reading, watching television
or writing an occasional letter.

Because of its educational pro-
grams, Green Bay Correctional
Facility houses many younger in-
mates, Larson said.

Coulthard said many inmates

m—

are younger than he is. “People
know each other, but vou can't
really consider them friends, be-
cause people come and go so
fast.”

“People in prison aren’t what
you expect them to be," he said
describing them as normal people
who have had problems in their
lives.

The thought of having no free-
dom is one that he said he tries
not to let invade his every day
thoughts. “If [ was to wake up
every morning and worry about
where I'm at, the time is going to
end up doing me,” he said. "It's
just a matter of mind over mat-
ter.”

As for outside contact, he said
he can write as many letters as he
wants and is allowed one 15-mi-
nute phone call per recreation pe-
riod as well as visting hours.
Coulthard would not elaborate on
his contact with family and |
friends but said he does keep in |
touch.

“I'm just taking this as it comes
along. As far as planning for my
future, I don't know what my fu-
ture holds, so I really can’t com-
ment on my future.’

Life hasn't changed for his fam-
ily, he said. “They've gotten a lot
of support from friends in the
area, and I'd like to thank every-
body who has shown my family
support.

“In my opinion it's made me a
better person as a whole,” he said
of his prison experience. “You
have to stand back and take a
look at yourself. I had nothing
else to do. I believe that's just a.
part of the prison system. Every-
body stands back and looks at
their life."

Checkback is a feature that ap-
pears periodically in the Tele-
graph Herald in which issues or
events from the past are re-exra-
mined and updated. [f you have
suggestions for the feature, please
send them to Checkback, Tele-

Herald City Desk,P.O. Box

8, Dubuque, lowa 52004-0688.
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To: January 12, 1993
Hon. James P. Fiedler David E. Lehmann
Towa County Circuit Court Lehmann Law Office
222 N. Iowa Street 315 W. Gorham St.
Dodgeville, WI 53533 Madison, WI 53703
Maureen McGlynn Flanagan Emil T. Everix
Asst. Attorney General District Attorney
P.0. Box 7857 Grant County Courthouse
Madison, WI 53707-7857 Lancaster, WI 53813

You are hereby notified that the Court has entered the following c—rdef:

No. 91-1388-CR State V. Coulthard L.C.#90CR82

A petition for review pursuant to sec. 808.10, Stats., having
been filed on behalf of defendant-appellant-petitioner Gregory A4
coulthard, and considered by the court,

IT IS ORDERED that the petition for review is denied, without
costs.

aHm'ﬂ}'n L. Graves
Oerk of Supreme Court



